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its' completion,.on July 15, 1869, as "one of the greatest
and most beneficent achievements " of the human race. It
was to facilitate the building of the road by protecting it
from the Indians that Sherman persuaded the President, in
March, 1866, to establish the new Military Department of
the Platte and to place strong bodies of troops at various
points along the line.

As the mustering out of the army proceeded, many
changes in organization occurred. The most notable was
that of July 25, 1866, when Grant was made a full General
a,nd Sherman was made Lieutenant General. At the same
time political feeling was running high at Washington.
President Johnson had virtually left the Republican party,
and was at loggerheads with the majority of Congress.
Grant was looked to as the coming President, and accord-
ingly many of Johnson's friends manifested much jealousy
and hostility toward him. Sherman was in the west and so
kept aloof from these controversies and intrigues, for which
he had no love. But he maintained his old friendship with
Grant, and inclined toward his side of every disputed ques-
tion.

While travelling on duty in New Mexico, in September,
1866, he was summoned to Washington, in haste. Going
thither, he reported to Grant, who told him he did not know*
why the President had sent for him, unless in connection
with Mexican affairs. Maximilian, supported by French
troops, still held the imperial crown of that country, but
was steadily being driven to the wall by the Republicans,
who had/elected Juarez President. The United States was
about'to send the Hon. Lewis Campbell thither as Minister,
accredited to Juarez as the rightful head of the State, and
President Johnson had ordered Grant to accompany him as
an escort. Grant told Sherman that he would decline toies and navy of the
